THE LEGAL STATUS OF THE JEWISH COMMUNITIES IN THE DIASPORA
chus III, after he had conquered Judaea in 198 B.C.E., used the same formula in the official charter of benefits and rights which he conferred upon the Jewish community of the country. 1 This grant, however, was made to the Jewish people in its own country, represented by the high priest and Gerousia, and focused upon the Temple of Jerusalem. Our problem concerns the Jewish communities of the Diaspora, and while it is legitimate to assume that the general principle of the confirmation of existing rights in relation to Judaea was applied also to the Diaspora communities, further evidence is required to clarify the development of the legal status of Jews in the communities of the Ptolemaic and Seleucid kingdoms. While Jewish communities already existed in Egypt, and almost certainly in Asia Minor, 2 the reorganization of these countries involved a considerable degree of new migration, of new colonization and the establishment of new cities or the enlargement of existing ones. It is advisable to study in turn the Ptolemaic and Seleucid kingdoms.
Egypt
The Hellenistic Jewish community of Egypt, at the time when knowledge of it becomes available through the medium of historical sources and documents, can be divided into three sections: 1) military settlers and garrison troops; 2) inhabitants of rural areas and villages; 3) inhabitants of urban centres. We know practically nothing of what happened to the Jews whom the Hellenistic rulers found already settled in Egypt. These included, presumably, members of Persian garrisons such as the 'Jewish force' stationed at Elephantine 3 and probably elsewhere; in the early Roman period Jewish 'Persians' are found in Alexandria, 4 and a 'pseudoethnic' Persian military formation existed in Egypt as early as the third century B.C.E. These, however, appear to have had nothing to do with the survival of actual Persian subjects in Egypt. 5 We may Indeed conjecture that some at least of the Jews who had served in the Persian army, whether in Jewish units or as individuals, were 
